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Urban  District  of  Denton. 


G entlemen, 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Denton, 

June  12th,  1022. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  Denton  for  the  year  1921. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  :n  Circular  269,  has  modified 
the  particulars  to  be  included  in  Annual  Reports  by  the 
omission  of  details  as  to  conditions  which  do  not  vary  from 
year  to  year,  and  the  curtailment  of  information  asked  for 
in  certain  years.  These  are  referred  to  as  Ordinary  Reports. 

A Report  of  a full  and  detailed  character,  referred  to  as 
a Survey  Report,  will  be  required  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than  five  years. 

The  present  Report  is  the  first  of  a series  of  Ordinary 
Reports. 

The  noteworthy  improvement  in  the  birth-rate  of  1920 
has  not  been  maintained. 


The  death-rate  is  satisfactory,  and  will  compare  favour- 
ably with  most  other  industrial  towns  with  a like  population. 

The  marriage  rate  (at  appointed  places  in  the  district) 
was  7.4,  which  is  below  that  of  either  of  the  previous  two 
years. 

The  infant  death-rate  is  higher  than  that  of  the  previous 
year.  It  is,  however,  well  below  the  10  years’  average. 

Respiratory  diseases  account  for  23.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths. 
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The  smoke  nuisance  should  receive  more  attention. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  is 
above  the  average  (principally  due  to  the  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  throughout  the  year) . 

The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  still  remains  high. 

Fewer  slaughter-houses  and  more  concentration  of 
slaughtering  is  needed. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work  is  still  doing  much 
good  in  the  district. 

The  conversion  of  Privy  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  W.C.'s 
is  worthy  of  note. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  STEWART, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ANNUM,  REPORT. 


STATISTICAL. 

The  following  are  the  General  Statistics  for  the  year 
1921 : — 


Area  of  the  district  in  acres  2,594 

Population  (Census  1921)  — 

Males  8,321 

Females  9,310- — 17,631 

Revised  estimate  of  the  population,  as  supplied  by 

the  Registrar-General  18,020 

Difference  between  Census  population  and  the 

revised  estimate  389 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  4,367 


Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 

No  figures  available  — 

Number  of  separate  occupiers,  according  to  the  Sur- 
vey of  the  District  in  October,  1919,  under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning  etc.,  Act,  1919  5,034 


Number  of  persons  per  acre  . 6'946 

Number  of  person  per  house  4' 126 

£ s.  d. 

Rateable  value  80,355  19  0 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  308  0 0 


Birth  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 

Rate  of  deaths 


Birth 

Dea  th 

Phthisis 
Dea  th 

under  one 
year  to 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

1,000  births 

1920  

22.0  .. 

11.4  . 

0.61 

91 

1921  

19.4  .. 

12.0  . 

0.61 

96 

Mean  of  10  years, 

1911—1920 

19.0  .. 

13.9  . 

0.94 

...  112 

Increase  or  decrease  in 
Previous  year 

1921  on— 
—2.6  .. 

. +0.6  . 

nil 

...  +5 

Ten  years’  average.... 

+0.4  .. 

. —1.9  . 

..  —0.33 

...  —16 

0 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistic  for  the  Year  1921. 


Births  (Legitimate)  — 

Males  182 

Females  155 — 337 

Births  (Illegitimate) 

Males  7 

Females  7 — 14 

Deaths — 

Males  Ill 

Females  106 — 217 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of 
child-birth — 

From  Sepsis  4 

From  other  causes  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Legitimate  32 

Illegitimate  2 — 34 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  5 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  5 


Births. 

The  number  of  Births  during  the  year  was  351  (14 
illegitimate  children — 7 boys  and  7 girls). 

Tbe  number  of  males  born  (180)  exceed  the  females 
born  (162)  by  27. 

The  birth-rate  was  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(18,020) — males  10.48.  females  8.00. 

The  following  table  gives  tbe  number  of  births,  with  the 
birth-rate  for  the  10  years  1011-1020,  with  the  averages  for 
the  years  stated: — 
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Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate 

19.11 

385 

22.7 

1912 

364 

213 

1913 

359 

208 

1914 

366 

21.1 

1915 

328 

18.7 

1916 

295 

16.2 

1917 

290 

16.5 

1918 

251 

14  4 

1919 

293 

16.4 

1920 

394 

22  0 

Mean  of  10  years. 

1911—1920  ... 

332 

19.0 

The  birth-rate  was  2.6  below  that  lor  the  previous  year, 
0.4  above  the  preceding  10  years’  average,  and  3.0  below  that 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Notification  of  Births  Acts  (1907  and  1915), 

During  the  year,  351  births  were  notified: — Bv  Medical 
Practitioners,  125  ; by  Midwives,  226.  The  number  of 
still-births  was  17. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Health  Visitor’s  Report  for  Year,  January  ist — 


December  31st,  1921. 

Number  of  visits  paid  (first)  313 

,,  ,,  (subsequent)  1867 

Total 2180 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  children  (1-5  years)  728 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  (first) 30 

,,  ,,  ,,  (subsequent)  30 

Total 60 

Number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  visited...  3 
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(Two  of  the  8 cases  attended  Hospital,  one  case  being 
attended  at  home.  All  results  satisfactory.) 

Baby  clothes  have  been  lent  to  7 cases. 

81  cases  have  received  free  milk  for  various  periods, 
some  for  one  or  two  months'  duration,  others  extending  to 
0 and  8 months. 

Several  cases  have  been  granted  the  necessary  expenses 
for  taking  babies  to  attend  the  Hosptials. 

Attendances  for  weighing  2222 

Number  of  still-births  visited  18 

“ Jumble  Sales  ” have  been  held  at  the  Centre  at  vari- 
ous times,  to  enable  the  mothers  to  obtain  articles  of 
clothing  at  a very  cheap  rate,  and  are  very  much  appre- 
ciated by  all. 

“ Baby  Week  ” was  celebrated  with  various  entertain- 
ments, and  a picnic  for  the  mothers  and  babies  attending 
the  Centre. 

The  Monday  before  Xmas  Day  a tea  was  given  at  one  of 
the  schoolrooms,  many  mothers  and  babies  being  present. 

The  Centre  is  open  for  weighing,  etc.,  on  Monday  after- 
noons, between  2 and  5 p.m.,  Dr.  Stewart  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  being  present  at  some  time  to  see  any  mothers 
wishing  advice. 

At  the  commencement  of  year,  dried  foods — Glaxo, 
Cow,  and  Gate — were  allowed  free  to  numerous  cases  where 
enquiries  had  be  made,  and  it  was  ascertained  mothers  were 
unable  to  pay  the  price.  Latterly  the  food  is  sold  half-price 
to  needy  cases,  after  first  filling  in  a form  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

M.  PB USMAN. 

81st  December,  1921. 
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Death-Rate. 

The  deaths  relate  exclusively  to  the  civilian  population. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  217. 

The  deaths  of  males  (111 ) exceed  those  of  females  (100) 
by  five. 

The  death-rate  from  all  causes  was  12.0  (males  0.15, 
females  5.88). 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  belong- 
ing to  the  district,  together  with  the  death-rate  for  the  10 
years  1911-1920,  with  the  averages  for  the  years  stated:  — 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate 

1911 

250 

15.1 

1912 

248 

14.5 

1918 

252 

14.05 

1914 

225 

12.97 

1915 

255 

14.88 

1910 

244 

14.58 

1917 

210 

13.70 

1918 

254 

10.4 

1919 

205 

11.9 

1920 

204 

11.4 

Mean  of  10  years, 
1911—1920  .. 

285 

13.9 

The  death-rate  is  0.0  above  that  for  the  previous  year, 
1.9  below  the  mean  of  the  preceding  10  years,  and  0.1  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Transferable  Deaths. 

Three  deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  the  district 
have  been  transferred  away,  and  47  deaths  of  residents  not 
registered  in  the  district  have  been  transferred  to  the 
district. 


The  ages  at  the  time  of  death  were  as  follows: — 
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The  following1  table  will  show  the  chief  causes  of  death 


during  1921 : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Influenza  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

Heart  Disease  

Arterio- Sclerosis  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach,  or  Duodenum  

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Pre- 
mature Birth  

Suicide  

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  

Other  Defined  Diseases  


M. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 
8 
8 

16 

1 

3 

11 

3 

2 

2 

3 


10 

2 

5 

21 


F. 

3 

1 

1 

rr 

( 

1 

12 

7 

13 

1 

10 

11 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 


2 


1 

25 


Total  all  causes  Ill  106) 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  34  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
registered  during  the  year  (two  illegitimate ; , which 
measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  registered  births, 
was  equal  to  96  per  1,000  births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Infant  deaths 
and  infant  death-rate  for  the  ten  years,  1911-1920,  with  the 
averages  for  the  years  stated:  — 
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No.  of  Infant 


Year. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Death  Pa 

1911 

57 

148 

1912 

54 

148 

1913 

52  * .... 

144 

1914 

44 

120 

1915 

48 

146 

1916 

32 

108 

1917 

20 

68 

1918 

17 

67 

1919 

24 

81 

1920 

36 

91 

Mean  of  10  vears, 

1911—1920  ... 

38 

112 

The  death-rate  is  therefore  5 per  1,000  births  above  that 
for  the  previous  year,  but  is  10  per  1,000  below  that  for  the 
10  years'  average.  It  is,  however,  13  per  1,000  above  that 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  under  one  year  of  age  were  as 
follows Tuberculosis  of  Mesenteric  Glands,  1 ; Empyema, 
1;  Pneumonia  (all  forms),  8;-  Whooping  Cough,  1; 
Diarrhoea,  etc.,  5;  Abscess  of  Groin,  1;  Erysipelas  of 
Genital  Organs;  1 ; Congenital  Debility,  Malformation,  and 
Premature  Birth,  12;  Convulsions,  1;  Gastritis,  2;  Mar- 
asmus, 1. 

The  death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two 
years)  was  14.2  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  15.5  for 
England  and  Wales. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  in  weeks  and  months 
of  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age: — 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases, 
number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital,  and  deaths  in  Hospital 

during  the  year  1921:  — 
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The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  each  of  the 


principal  zymotic  diseases  notified  in  the  past  10  years,  and 
the  averages,  compared  with  those  for  1921  : — 


Disease. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Avge. 

foi- 

10 

years 

1921 

Small  Fox 

• • 

Scarlet  Fever .... 
Diptheria  and  , 
Membranous 

Croup ' 

47 

37 

57 

192 

60 

37 

15 

25 

28 

64 

56  2 

84 

8 

17 

26 

19 

7 

6 

12 

11 

16 

22 

14-4 

8 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

8 

6 

6 

1 

7 

3 

3 

1 

, , 

3-4 

3 

Puerperal  Fever.. 

2 

1 

. . 

, . 

, . 

. . 

2 

. . 

0-5 

2 

Erysipelas 

11 

7 

10 

8 

13 

8 

5 

8 

8 

10 

8-8 

6 

Continued  Fever.. 

Totals .... 

76 

67 

99 

220 

87 

54 

32 

47 

55 

96 

83-3 

103 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1921  is  therefore  7 more 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  also  19.7  more  than  the  ten  years’ 


average. 

Tuberculosis. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 
The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  notified  during 
the  years: — 

1913  1914  1915  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920 

38  21  31  44  32  14  20  16 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  respect  of  age  and  sex: — 


Age  

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20-35 

35—45 

45—65 

Males  

3 

2 

Females  

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Total  

i i 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — North 


Ward,  5 ; East  Ward,  5 ; West  Ward,  5. 
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There  were  11  deaths,  as  against  11  in  the  previous  year, 
7 in  1919,  17  in  1918,  19  in  1917,  22  in  1916,  and  13  in  1915. 

The  death-rate  was  0.61,  which  is  equal  to  that  oi  the 
previous  year,  but  is  0.33  below  the  mean  of  the  10  previous 

years,  1911-1920. 

«/  ' 

Four  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  Tuber- 
culosis other  than  the  lungs,  compared  with  9 in  the  previous 
year,  11  in  1919,  10  in  1918,  21  in  1917,  19  in  1916,  and  16 
in  1915. 

Location  of  the  disease: — Hip  and  Knee  Joint,  1 ; Ab- 
dominal Glands,  1 ; Meninges  of  Brain,  1 ; Spine,  1 

There  were  6 deaths  (5  males  and  1 female),  compared 
with  4 in  the  preceding  year,  3 in  1919,  4 in  1918,  4 in  1917, 
2 in  1916,  and  1 in  1915. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  as  follows: — Total  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  was  17.  Cases  not  notified  previous 
to  death  were  3,  or  17.6  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Notification  is  fairly  efficient  in  the  district.  Respect- 
ing the  three  cases  which  had  not  been  notified,  one  was  a 
death  in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  one  an  infant  11 
months’  old,  an  inmate  of  the  Union  Hospital,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne.  In  the  other  case  the  Doctor  was  reminded  of 
his  omission. 

Rooms  are  disinfected  after  Phthisis.  Disinfectants 
and  Izal  handkerchiefs  are  supplied  free.  The  Council  pro- 
vide for  free  bacteriological  examination  of  sputum  in  all 
cases. 

Eighteen  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Manchester — 5 positive  and  13  negative. 

During  the  year,  14  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  admitted  into  Sanatoria,  and  1 case  of  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester 


15 


Seventeen  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  1 case  of  Non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  discharged  after  having  re- 
ceived a period  of  institutional  treatment. 

Summarised,  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
institutions,  on  the  condition  of  the  patients  on  discharge, 
were  as  follows: — Arrested,  1;  Worse,  1;  Improved,  9; 
Died,  4 ; in  statu  quo,  3. 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 
years),  and  Chicken  Pox  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable  in 
the  district. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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The  Chief  Causes  of  Sickness  during  1921. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

The  disease  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year, 
especially  during  the  December  quarter. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  each  month 
of  the  year  was  as  under:- — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
4 3 7 3 4 5 3 5 4 10  18  18 

There  was  one  death. 

The  death-rate  per  1 ,000  population  was  0.05,  compared 
with  0.03  for  England  and  Wales. 

Twelve  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

Eight  cases  were  notified.  Three  deaths,  which  gives  a 
death-rate  per  1,000  population  of  0.10,  compared  with  0.12 
for  England  and  Wales. 
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The  Council  provide  for  free  bacteriological  examination 
of  throat  swabs.  One  swab  was  submitted  ; result  negative. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  provided  free  on  application  at 
the  Public  Health  Offices.  Twelve  vials,  equal  2,000  units 
each,  were  used. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Three  cases  notified.  Two  removed  to  Hospital.  Two 
specimens  of  blood  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Manchester,  for  examination  ; one  positive  and  one 
negative.  No  deaths.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  per  1,000  population  was  0.02. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  notified.  However,  the  death  returns  indi- 
cate four  deaths  as  having  occurred  from  Puerperal  Sepsis. 
Two  of  these  are  included  in  the  transferable  deaths,  and 
were  not  notified  previous  to  death. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms). 

There  were  22  notifications  and  22  deaths.  Nineteen 
of  the  latter  were  not  notified  previous  to  death.  With  three 
exceptions,  all  the  notified  cases  recovered. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  disease  is  not  compulsorily  notifiable  in  the  dis- 
trict. There  were  five  deaths. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years). 

Five  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis. 

Other  chief  causes  of  death  were: — Cancer,  20  deaths  ; 
Circulatory  System  (including  the  Heart,  Cerebral  Haemorr- 
hage, and  Arterio-sclerosis ) , 46  deaths  ; Bronchitis,  Id 
deaths;  Congenital  Debility,  Malformation,  and  Premature 
Birth,  12  deaths. 
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Epidemic  Influenza  was  prevalent  during  the  December 
quarter,  and  it  gave  rise  to  a good  deal  of  sickness,  but,  for- 
tunately, it  was  not  the  very  fatal  type.  There  were  three 
deaths. 

Schools. 


No  school  or  department  of  a school  was  closed  on 
account  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  all  schools  in  the  district  is  satisfactory. 

With  a view  to  preventing  Infectious  Disease  amongst 
school-children,  the  class-rooms  have  been  disinfected  during 
each  holiday,  and  at  other  times  when  deemed  necessary. 

152  class-rooms,  at  seven  schools,  were  disinfected 
during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements, 
Hospitals,  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  district:  — 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 
Arrangements  in  the  district  for: 

(a)  General  Nursing 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases, 

e.g.,  Measles,  etc 

Midwives — Is  any  midwife  em- 
ployed by  or  assisted  hv  the 

Local  Authority? 

Number  of  midwives  on  the 
County  Council  Register,  31st 
Dec.,  1921  

Any  comments  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency or  otherwise  of  the  mid- 
wifery service? 

What  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  Council  respecting  Child 
Welfare  Work? 


No  other  provision  except  that 
afforded  by  the  District  Nurs- 
ing Association. 

None. 

No. 

No.  on  Register,  4;  No.  actu- 
ally practising,  4. 

Satisfactory. 

A whole-time  Health  Visitor  ap- 
pointed October,  1916.  Medi- 
cal Officer  attends  at  the  Cen- 
tre each  Monday  for  consulta- 
tions. Statutory  Committee 
formed,  who  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  last  Monday  but  one  in 
each  month. 
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Has  a local  Child  Welfare  Cen- 
tre been  established?  

Tf  so,  where?  

Give  days  and  time  open 

Have  any  of  the  following  been 
provided  in  your  district — 

Day  Nursery  

Institutional  provision  for  un- 
married mothers,  illegitimate 
infants,  and  homeless  chil- 
dren ? 

School  Clinic  

Tuberculosis  Clinic  


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  

Has  any  local  scheme  been  pre- 
pared in  regai  d to  the  Supply 
of  Food  and  Milk  for  Expect- 
ant and  Nursing  Mothers,  and 
of  Milk  for  Infants?  


Is  there  a District  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation in  the  district  ? 

How  many  District  Nurses  em- 
ployed ? 

If  so,  does  any  arrangement 
exist  between  the  Council  and 
the  Association  in  respect  of 
Child  Welfare  Work? 

If  no  such  arrangement  exists, 
does  the  Association  volun- 
tarily undertake  Child  Welfare 
Work?  

Docs  the  Association  undertake: 

(a)  Midwifery  Cases?  

(b)  Monthly  Nursing?  


Yes. 

Market  Place,  Denton. 

Monday,  2-5  p.m. 

Give  name,  situation,  nature 
of  accommodation,  and  by 
whom  provided. 

No. 


No. 

No  (except  that  provided  by  the 
Education  Authority). 

No  (except  that  provided  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Ash- 
ton-u-Lyne) . 

No. 


Yes,  a scheme  has  been  pre- 
pared, submitted  to  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Ministry  of 
Health 

Yes. 

One. 


No. 


No. 

No. 

No. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  provided — 

For  Smallpox  at  the  Hyde  Borough  Smallpox  Hospital. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases  at  the  Hyde  Borough  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital. 

Joint  or  otherwise.  Retaining  fee  paid. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  your  district — 

For  Smallpox,  two. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  four. 

Ts  there  any  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for — 

(a)  Maternity  Cases?  No. 

(b)  Children?  No. 

(c)  Tuberculosis?  No. 

All  the  voluntary-aided  Hospitals  in  Manchester  and 
Ashton-under-Lyne  accept  cases  from  the  district. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  the  Hyde  Borough  Infectious 
Disease  Ambulance. 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases,  the  Denton 
Council’s  own  Motor  Ambulance. 

Laboratory  Work. 

All  Bacteriological  work  is  entrusted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 

Number  and  result  of  specimens  examined : — Blood  2, 
positive  1 ; Sputum  18,  positive  5. 

Besides  the  above,  seven  samples  of  milk  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of  Lancaster. 
All  the  samples  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Public  Plealth 
Offices,  and  is  supplied  to  any  Medical  Practitioner  on 
application. 
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Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 


Title  of  Act. 


Date  Act  came  in 
force  in  the 
District. 


The  Public  Libraries  Act,  and  Acts  amend- 
ing the  same  

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act, 
1880.  This  Act  1ms  been  extended  to 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Acute  Pol- 
iomyelitis, and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.. 
The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  \ct, 

1890  

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1890  

The  Private  Street  W orks  Act,  1892 

The  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891 
The  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1889 
Parts  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act,  1907  


81  -it  May,  1887 


26th  Mar.,  1892 

1st  May,  1894 

1st  July,  1894 
1st  May,  1896 
1st  Oct. , 1897 
6th  May,  1901 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Alteration  of  Privy  Middens,  etc.,  to  Water  Closets. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  yearly  progress  in  this 
direction  for  the  past  ten  years:  — 


1912 

1913 

1 

1915 

9161 

1917 

1918 

05 

f-H 

3 

i 

o 

CM 

05 

f— 1 

CM 

05 

r— < 

Privy  Closets  abolished 

196 

190 

139 

29 

3 

12 

32 

40 

Fresh  Water  Closets  Substi- 

bated  

202 

193 

133 

29 

3 



9 

31 

37 

l’ail  Closets  abolish  d 

-1 

< 

15 

— 

— 



— 

2 





1' resh  Water  Closets  Substi- 

tuted  

9 

13 



1 



- 

Waste  Water  Closets 

1 

abolished 

-1 

25 

13 

10 





7 

___ 

fresh  Water  Closets  Substi- 

I 

tu  ted  

- 

25 

13 

10 



7 



Privy  Middens  abolished 

109 

1 05 

67 

17 





12 

19 

Dustbins  substituted  

195 

196 

132 

31 

6 

30 

32 

Dry  Ashpits  abolished  

80 

14 

11 

6 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Dustbins  substituted  

55 

16 

18 

9 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  figures  give  the  Closet  Accommodation 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1921  : — 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  127 

,,  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens  25(1 

,,  Pail  Closets  27 

,,  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)  383 

,,  Fresh  Water  Closets  4077 

,,  Portable  Receptacles  for  Refuse  3551 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  655 

,,  Privy  Closets  converted  during  1921:  — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s  40 

To  Waste  W.C.’s  nil 

To  Pails,  etc nil 

,,  Privy  Closets  abolished  during  1921 40 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  converted: — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s  nil 

House  Refuse. 

The  following  statement  shows  am  junt  of  nightsoil  and 
ashes  removed  during  the  year: — 

Loads. 

Dustbins  emptied  3028 

Dry  Ashpits  emptied  1552—1036 

Privy  Middens  emptied  588 

Pails  (282,  Cesspools  (87)  56 

Trade  Refuse  35 


4155 

Loads. 

Removed  to  Windmill  Lane  Tip  2379 

Removed  to  Vaudry  Lane  Tip  1731 

Delivered  to  Farmers  45 


Total 


4155 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  following  is  a classified  statement  (prepared  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector)  of  the  number  of  premises  visited: — 

Tents,  Vans  24 

Courts,  Yards,  and  Passages  1683 

Water  Closets  375 

Privies  131 

Ashpits  41 

House  Drainage 273 

Piggeries  63 

Stables  ,, 12 

Cowsheds  1(53 

Dairies  6(5 

Milkshops  4 

Butchers’  Shops  193 

Slaughter-houses  220 

Offensive  Trades  14 

Bakehouses  9 

Other  Places  where  Pood  is  Produced  and  Sold  46 

Factories  24 

Workshops  4 

Outworkers'  Premises  6 

Schools — Yards  and  Lavatories  15 

Council’s  Tips  90 

Hawkers'  Carts  23 

Market  Stalls  280 

Interviews  with  Agents,  Owners,  etc.,  of  property 231 

Smoke  Nuisance: — Number  of  observations,  8.  No 
legal  proceedings. 

The  following  table  (also  prepared  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector)  shows  the  result  of  action  taken  in  regard  to  the 
defects  or  nuisances  discovered:  — 

Privy  Closets  abolished  40 

Fresh  Water  Closets  substituted 37 

Waste  Water  Closets  abolished  — 

Fresh  Water  Closets  substituted  
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Privy  Middens  abolished  19 

Dustbins  substituted  32 

Pry  Ashpits  abolished  6 

Pustbins  substituted  9 

Dustbins  renewed  229 

I )rains  reconstructed  5 

Blocked  Drains,  Gullies,  and  W.C.’s  released 85 

Water  Supply  Pipes,  WTaste  Pipes  repaired  49 

Yard  Surfaces  repaired  18 

Yard  Walls  repaired  27 

Roofs  and  Chimney  Stacks  repaired  10 

Drop-spouts  disconnected  from  Drains  or  repaired 15 

Windows  repaired  or  made  to  open  12 

Plouse  Floors  and  WTalls  repaired  6 

W.C.  Cisterns  repaired  25 

W.C  Pedestals  renewed  -7 

Eaves  Gutters  repaired 30 

Dampness  remedied  3 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  1 

Nuisances.  Abated  from  Animals  improperly  kept  4 


210  Preliminary  Notices  and  one  Statutory  Notice, 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  have  been  served.  No 
legal  proceedings  taken. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by 
Bye-Laws  or  Regulations, 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  and  character 
of  such  premises  and  occupations:  — 


Character  of  Premises  or 
Occupation. 


Registered  or 
No.  Licensed. 


Remarks  on  Con- 
dition found. 


Cow  keepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk...  19  Registered. 

Cowkeepers  only  4 Registered 

Purveyors  of  Milk 24  Registered. 

Tripe  Boilers 3 Registered. 

Slaughter-houses 10  (6  Licensed 

4 Registered) 

Factory  Bakehouses 2 Registered. 

Outworkers’  Premises 306  Registered. 

Common  Lodging  Houses Nil 

Underground  Sleeping  Rooms Nil  — 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Clean. 

Clean. 


Fair. 
Clean . 
Clean. 
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There  are  no  lodging-houses  or  underground  sleeping 
rooms  in  the  district.  At  present  no  need  for  regulations  in 
respect  of  these. 

The  only  offensive  trades  in  the  district  are  three  tripe 
boilers.  Their  places  of  business  are  clean  and  well-kept. 

Meat. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  holds  the  Certificate  for 
Meat  Inspection,  makes  systematic  inspections  of  the 
slaughter-houses.  220  inspections  of  these  premises  were 
made  during  the  year.  There  are  in  the  district  ten 
slaughter-houses,  four  of  which  are  registered,  and  six 
licensed.  The  condition  of  slaughter-houses  is  fairly  satis- 
factory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  kind  of  meat 
seized  as  diseased,  unsound,  and  unlit  for  human  food:  — 


No.  cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Beast  Livers  4 

Sets  of  Beasts’  Lung's  (Tubercular)  3 

Spleen  (Tubercular)  1 

Sets  of  Tripe  32 

Hearts  (Tubercular)  1 

Beef  28 

Frozen  Mutton  6 

Sheeps’  Plucks 2 

Babbits  7 


Other  Foods. 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered  to  the  Inspector 
as  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  food: — 


Apricots  

Beef  Cubes  .. 

Cocoa  

Baked  Beans 
Mustard 


No.  cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

60 

2 

13 

10 

7 tins 
180  tins 
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Bakehouses. 

There  are  51  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  and,  with  the 
exception  oL'  two,  the  baking  is  carried  on  in  conjunction  with 
some  other  business. 


Premises  where  Foods  are  Manufactured,  Prepared,  Stored, 

or  Exposed  for  Sale. 

Forty-six  inspections  have  been  made  of  places  where 
food  is  prepared  and  sold.  The  premises  were  found  in  good 
sanitary  condition.  No  known  case  of  food  poisoning 
occurred  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  as  Cowkeepers  or  Pur- 
veyors of  Milk  is  shown  as  under:  — 


Ward. 

Cowkeepers 

and 

Purveyors. 

Cowkeepers 

only. 

Purveyors 
of  Milk. 

Total. 

North  

3 

8 

11 

East  

11 

3 

4 

18 

West  

5 

1 

8 

14 

Farmers  from  outside 

districts  



— 

4 

4 

19 

4 

24 

47 

liegulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 


shops  Order,  are  in  force  in  the  district.  Very  frequent 
inspections  of  farm  premises  are  made.  Seven  samples  of 
Milk  were  taken,  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Public 
Analyist  for  the  County  of  Lancaster.  The  seven  samples 
proved  to  be  genuine. 

Dairies  inspected  60 

Cowsheds  inspected  163 

Milkshops  inspected  4 
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Disinfection. 

Houses  are  disinfected  in  all  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever; 
frequently  in  cases  of  Phthisis. 

During  the  year,  187  rooms,  at  88  houses,  have  been 
disinfected. 

With  a view  to  prevent  Infectious  Disease  amongst 
school-children,  152  classrooms,  at  seven  schools,  have  been 
disinfected. 

Method:  Rooms  are  disinfected  b\  spraying  the  walls, 
ceilings,  and  floors  with  a solution  oi  Formaldehyde,  and 
after,  submitting  the  room  to  Formaldehyde  Vapour. 

Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.,  are  disinfected  in  like  manner, 
and  at  the  same  time  as  the  room.  The  clothing  is  sus- 
pended in  the  infected  room. 

The  method  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.,  is  unsatisfac- 
tory 

A Steam  Disinfector  was  purchased  in  May,  1920,  but 
has  not  yet  been  fixed  for  use,  although  1 have  frequently 
impressed  on  my  Council  the  urgent  need  for  more  thorough 
disinfection. 

During  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  277 
visits  to  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Outworkers  are  principally  employed  in  the  trimming  of 
felt  and  silk  hats. 

Where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred  at  an  out- 
workers’ premises,  work  has  been  suspended  during  the 
period  of  infection. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

WILLIAM  STEWART,  M.I). 

Part-time  Officer  (contribution  to  Salary  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts) . 

Sanitary  Inspector: 

A.  C.  BROCKLE HURST. 

Whole-time  Officer  (contribution  to  Salary  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts). 

Health  Visitor: 

Miss  M.  PRUSMAN. 

Three  Years’  Hospital  Training  and  O.M.B.,  whole  time 
(Exchequer  Grant  towards  Salary). 


Sanitary  Improvements  during  1921. 

Conversion  of  Privy  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  W.C.’s. 

Substitution  of  percolating  filters  for  a large  contact  bed 
vvitn  a travelling  distributor,  is  an  improvement  in  the 
method  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  at  the  Disposal  Works. 

This  method  may  be  superseded  by  the  Activated  Sludge 
process,  which  is  now  being  experimented  with  on  a small 
scale,  and  is  so  far  giving  most  satisfactory  results. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District. 

Fixing  Steam  Desinfector  (which  the  Council  have 
already  purchased).  Very  important. 

Paving  of  back  passages. 

Public  Mortuary. 

Fewer  slaughter-houses  and  more  concentration  of 
slaughtering. 
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For  some  years  past  1 have  recommended  a Refuse 
Destructor,  but  with  the  gradual  disappearance  of  the  Privy 
Closet,  1 anticipate  in  a few  years  the  principal  refuse  to  be 
disposed  of  will  be  dry  ashes,  sweepings  from  the  streets, 
and  trades  waste,  and  with  new  methods  for  disposing  of  this 
class  of  refuse,  1 hesitate  to  again  recommend  a Destructor. 
Instead,  1 would  suggest  an  incinerator  to  deal  with  vege- 
table matter  and  trades  waste.  The  dry  ashes  and  sweep- 
ings, etc.,  could  be  dealtli  with  as  at  present  (deposited  at 
tips) , or  by  one  of  the  later  methods  of  pul  verising. 


HOUSING. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  2 

(b)  As  part  of  Municipal  Housing  Scheme None1 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council's 

Building  Scheme  None 


Cnfit  Dwelling-houses — 

inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public 


Health  or  Housing  Acts)  110 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations,  1910  48 

Have  the  particulars  of  these  inspections  been 
fully  recorded  as  specified  in  the  Regulations?  Yes 

(8)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 


for  human  habitation  None 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  (8)  found  not  to  be  m all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  45 
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Remedy  of  Refects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Au- 
thority or  their  Officers  12 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  None 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  None 


(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursu- 
ance of  declaration  by  owners  of  intention 
to  close  None 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  62 


(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 


remedied : — 

(a)  By  owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority 

in  default 

of 

48 

onwers  

None 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17 

and  18  of 

the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 


fl)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a*  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  None 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 


None 


30 


(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwell- 


ing-houses having  been  rendered  fit  None 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  None 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  None 

0. — No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners, 

or  converted  to  workshops,  etc 4 


